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For years, Tony Muggivan urged the Irish social system to offer appropriate treatment to the
desperately sick Brendan O’Donnell. A Tragedy Waiting to Happen is the harrowing story of his
doomed attempts and the awful consequences of that failure: a triple murder.

Tony Muggivan is a farmer. One wet night in February 1989, Brendan O’Donnell entered his life and that of
his family. He had absconded from Trinity Detention Centre in Dublin and had been missing for a week. He
turned up at Tony Muggivan’s door, dirty, dishevelled and starving. The Muggivans took him in. Tony had
never seen Brendan before.

The next day, Tony began a search for help. It was clear that Brendan should be in a psychiatric unit, not a
detention centre. Doctors, social workers and the Gardaí all agreed that this was the best course of action. As
there was no place for him in Co. Clare, Tony took Brendan to hospitals in Ballinasloe and Galway, where
they refused to admit him. Frustrated and angry, they returned home. Over the next five years Brendan began
living rough and embarked on a campaign of armed robbery and mayhem in the east Clare area. It was
evident he was out of control.

In 1994 Brendan murdered Imelda Riney, her three-year old son Liam and Fr. Joe Walsh. It was one of the
most shocking crimes of modern times. Brendan was convicted in 1996 and died in prison in 1997 in
circumstances that have never been fully explained by the authorities.

Tony and J.J. Muggivan recount Brendan O’Donnell’s tragic life, and highlight the failures of the system to
help a deeply disturbed boy who later became a psychotic killer. Tony had known that something awful was
going to happen: for five years, he had tried and failed to get the Irish social and medical system to offer
appropriate treatment to a desperately sick young man.

A Tragedy Waiting to Happen reveals the truth behind the headlines and the real Brendan O’Donnell.
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Snider:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This A Tragedy Waiting to Happen - The Chaotic
Life of Brendan O'Donnell: The true story of an abandoned orphan who became a psychotic killer is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Alice Wilkerson:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Tragedy Waiting to Happen - The Chaotic
Life of Brendan O'Donnell: The true story of an abandoned orphan who became a psychotic killer book as
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Daniel Carter:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take A Tragedy Waiting to Happen - The Chaotic Life of
Brendan O'Donnell: The true story of an abandoned orphan who became a psychotic killer as the daily
resource information.

Daniel Pitts:

The book untitled A Tragedy Waiting to Happen - The Chaotic Life of Brendan O'Donnell: The true story of
an abandoned orphan who became a psychotic killer contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains
your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives
you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the



e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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