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The first book-length examination of Jewish women in Renaissance drama, this study explores fictional
representations of the female Jew in academic, private and public stage performances during Queen
Elizabeth I's reign; it links lesser-known dramatic adaptations of the biblical Rebecca, Deborah, and Esther
with the Jewish daughters made famous by Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare on the popular
stage. Drawing upon original research on early modern sermons and biblical commentaries, Michelle
Ephraim here shows the cultural significance of biblical plays that have received scant critical attention and
offers a new context with which to understand Shakespeare's and Marlowe's fascination with the Jewish
daughter.

Protestant playwrights often figured Elizabeth through Jewish women from the Hebrew scripture in order to
legitimate her religious authenticity. Ephraim argues that through the figure of the Jewess, playwrights not
only stake a claim to the Old Testament but call attention to the process of reading and interpreting the
Jewish bible; their typological interpretations challenge and appropriate Catholic and Jewish exegeses. The
plays convey the Reformists' desire for propriety over the Hebrew scripture as a "prisca veritas," the pure
word of God as opposed to that of corrupt Church authority. Yet these literary representations of the Jewess,
which draw from multiple and conflicting exegetical traditions, also demonstrate the elusive quality of the
Hebrew text. This book establishes the relationship between Elizabeth and dramatic representations of the
Jewish woman: to "play" the Jewess is to engage in an interpretive "play" that both celebrates and
interrogates the religious ideology of Elizabeth's emerging Protestant nation.

Ephraim approaches the relationship between scripture and drama from a historicist perspective,
complicating our understanding of the specific intersections between the Jewess in Elizabethan drama,
biblical commentaries, political discourse, and popular culture. This study expands the growing field of
Jewish studies in the Renaissance and contributes also to critical work on Elizabeth herself, whose influence
on literary texts many scholars have established.
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From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Reading the Jewish Woman on the
Elizabethan Stage (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World). All type of book would you see on
many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Thelma Burke:

The feeling that you get from Reading the Jewish Woman on the Elizabethan Stage (Women and Gender in
the Early Modern World) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Reading the
Jewish Woman on the Elizabethan Stage (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone
who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Reading the Jewish Woman on the
Elizabethan Stage (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) instantly.

Traci Daniels:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Reading the Jewish Woman on the Elizabethan Stage (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Walter Pyle:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely Reading the Jewish Woman on the Elizabethan Stage (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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