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What if history had a sound track? What would it tell us about ourselves? Based on a thirty-part BBC Radio
series and podcast, Noise explores the human dramas that have revolved around sound at various points in
the last 100,000 years, allowing us to think in fresh ways about the meaning of our collective past.

Though we might see ourselves inhabiting a visual world, our lives have always been hugely influenced by
our need to hear and be heard. To tell the story of sound—music and speech, but also echoes, chanting,
drumbeats, bells, thunder, gunfire, the noise of crowds, the rumbles of the human body, laughter, silence,
conversations, mechanical sounds, noisy neighbors, musical recordings, and radio—is to explain how we
learned to overcome our fears about the natural world, perhaps even to control it; how we learned to
communicate with, understand, and live alongside our fellow beings; how we've fought with one another for
dominance; how we've sought to find privacy in an increasingly noisy world; and how we've struggled with
our emotions and our sanity.

Oratory in ancient Rome was important not just for the words spoken but for the sounds made—the tone, the
cadence, the pitch of the voice—how that voice might have been transformed by the environment in which it
was heard and how the audience might have responded to it. For the Native American tribes first
encountering the European colonists, to lose one's voice was to lose oneself. In order to dominate the Native
Americans, European colonists went to great effort to silence them, to replace their "demonic" "roars" with
the more familiar "bugles, speaking trumpets, and gongs."

Breaking up the history of sound into prehistoric noise, the age of oratory, the sounds of religion, the sounds
of power and revolt, the rise of machines, and what he calls our "amplified age," Hendy teases out
continuities and breaches in our long relationship with sound in order to bring new meaning to the human
story.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Wilson:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Noise: A Human History of Sound and
Listening. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Noise: A Human History of Sound and Listening. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sergio Espinoza:

The actual book Noise: A Human History of Sound and Listening will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Noise: A Human History of Sound and
Listening is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Clarence Kissel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Noise: A Human History of Sound and
Listening e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Noise: A Human History of Sound
and Listening as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Sally Canady:

The book untitled Noise: A Human History of Sound and Listening contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author
brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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