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The nineteenth-century middle-class ideal of the married woman was of a chaste and diligent wife focused
on being a loving mother, with few needs or rights of her own. The modern woman, by contrast, was partner
to a new model of marriage, one in which she and her husband formed a relationship based on greater sexual
and psychological equality. In Making Marriage Modern, Christina Simmons narrates the development of
this new companionate marriage ideal, which took hold in the early twentieth century and prevailed in
American society by the 1940s.

The first challenges to public reticence to discuss sexual relations between husbands and wives came from
social hygiene reformers, who advocated for a scientific but conservative sex education to combat
prostitution and venereal disease. A more radical group of feminists, anarchists, and bohemians opposed the
Victorian model of marriage and even the institution of marriage. Birth control advocates such as Emma
Goldman and Margaret Sanger openly championed women's rights to acquire and use effective
contraception. The "companionate marriage" emerged from these efforts. This marital ideal was
characterized by greater emotional and sexuality intimacy for both men and women, use of birth control to
create smaller families, and destigmatization of divorce in cases of failed unions. Simmons examines what
she calls the "flapper" marriage, in which free-spirited young wives enjoyed the early years of marriage,
postponing children and domesticity. She looks at the feminist marriage in which women imagined greater
equality between the sexes in domestic and paid work and sex. And she explores the African American
"partnership marriage," which often included wives' employment and drew more heavily on the involvement
of the community and extended family. Finally, she traces how these modern ideals of marriage were
promoted in sexual advice literature and marriage manuals of the period.

Though male dominance persisted in companionate marriages, Christina Simmons shows how they called for
greater independence and satisfaction for women and a new female heterosexuality. By raising women's
expectations of marriage, the companionate ideal also contained within it the seeds of second-wave
feminists' demands for transforming the institution into one of true equality between the sexes.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

The book Making Marriage Modern: Women's Sexuality from the Progressive Era to World War II (Studies
in the History of Sexuality) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Making Marriage Modern:
Women's Sexuality from the Progressive Era to World War II (Studies in the History of Sexuality)? A few of
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Making Marriage Modern: Women's Sexuality from
the Progressive Era to World War II (Studies in the History of Sexuality) has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.

Luther Brown:

This Making Marriage Modern: Women's Sexuality from the Progressive Era to World War II (Studies in the
History of Sexuality) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data
accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Making Marriage Modern:
Women's Sexuality from the Progressive Era to World War II (Studies in the History of Sexuality) in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Annette Dixon:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Making Marriage Modern: Women's Sexuality from the Progressive
Era to World War II (Studies in the History of Sexuality) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.



Marina Tucker:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Making Marriage Modern: Women's Sexuality
from the Progressive Era to World War II (Studies in the History of Sexuality) can give you a lot of close
friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? We should have Making Marriage Modern: Women's Sexuality from the Progressive Era to World
War II (Studies in the History of Sexuality).
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