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What induces groups to commit political suicide? This book explores the decisions to surrender power and to
legitimate this surrender: collective abdications. Commonsensical explanations impute such actions to
coercive pressures, actors’ miscalculations, or their contamination by ideologies at odds with group interests.
Ivan Ermakoff argues that these explanations are either incomplete or misleading. Focusing on two
paradigmatic cases of voluntary and unconditional surrender of power—the passing of an enabling bill
granting Hitler the right to amend the Weimar constitution without parliamentary supervision (March 1933),
and the transfer of full executive, legislative, and constitutional powers to Marshal Pétain (Vichy, France,
July 1940)—Ruling Oneself Out recasts abdication as the outcome of a process of collective alignment.

Ermakoff distinguishes several mechanisms of alignment in troubled and uncertain times and assesses their
significance through a fine-grained examination of actors’ beliefs, shifts in perceptions, and subjective states.
To this end, he draws on the analytical and methodological resources of perspectives that usually stand apart:
primary historical research, formal decision theory, the phenomenology of group processes, quantitative
analyses, and the hermeneutics of testimonies. In elaborating this dialogue across disciplinary boundaries,
Ruling Oneself Out restores the complexity and indeterminate character of pivotal collective decisions and
demonstrates that an in-depth historical exploration can lay bare processes of crucial importance for
understanding the formation of political preferences, the paradox of self-deception, and the makeup of
historical events as highly consequential.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Church:

This Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications
(Politics, History, and Culture) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications
(Politics, History, and Culture) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of
Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) having good arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Andrew Comer:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and
Culture) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Ann Foley:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory
of Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective
Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) become your own personal starter.

Wendy Fuller:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications



(Politics, History, and Culture) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need
to have Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture).
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