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Long recognized as more than the writings of a dozen or so philosophes, the Enlightenment created a new
secular culture populated by the literate and the affluent. Enamoured of British institutions, Continental
Europeans turned to the imported masonic lodges and found in them a new forum that was constitutionally
constructed and logically egalitarian. Originating in the Middle Ages, when stone-masons joined together to
preserve their professional secrets and to protect their wages, the English and Scottish lodges had by the
eighteenth century discarded their guild origins and become an international phenomenon that gave men and
eventually some women a place to vote, speak, discuss and debate. Margaret Jacob argues that the hundreds
of masonic lodges founded in eighteenth-century Europe were among the most important enclaves in which
modern civil society was formed. In France, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Britain men and women
freemasons sought to create a moral and social order based upon reason and virtue, and dedicated to the
principles of liberty and equality. A forum where philosophers met with men of commerce, government, and
the professions, the masonic lodge created new forms of self-government in microcosm, complete with
constitutions and laws, elections, and representatives. This is the first comprehensive history of
Enlightenment freemasonry, from the roots of the society's political philosophy and evolution in
seventeenth-century England and Scotland to the French Revolution. Based on never-before-used archival
sources, it will appeal to anyone interested in the birth of modernity in Europe or in the cultural milieu of the
European Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

The book Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society)? A few of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and
Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Patrick Perkins:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and
Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society) has been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Living the
Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society) is not only giving you far
more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and
Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society). You never really feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Maryann Carson:

This Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society) are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Living the
Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society) can be on the list of great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Living the
Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society) giving you an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Norma Baumgarten:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say



absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is definitely Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society).
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