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The intimate portraits in Britt Holmström’s first collection of short fiction at times have a strong journalistic
sense while at other times evoke the intimacy of a diary. The stories employ underlying
humour — particularly irony, incongruity, paradox, and derision. They move fluidly through time operating
in the present tense while creating tangents to the past. For example, in the title story “Leaving Berlin” an
emotionally mismatched couple travel to Europe where they find themselves at odds with each other. They
realize that other events are also conspiring against them when they are held for importing propaganda upon
entering East Berlin. The narrator in “The Soul Of A Poet” rediscovers a notebook from her university days
that details the events of a meteoric friendship she had with an alter-ego figure. Her notebook details her
friends sudden descent into madness, and her own obsession with Eleanor’s life that remains years later.
“The Blue Album” relates the incident of a freshly divorced woman whose new roommate’s ex-con brother
comes to stay for the weekend leaving her with alternate states of paranoia and a tender interest that she can’t
quite understand. In the story “Doing Laundry on a Sunday”, two women who always do laundry together on
Sundays realize that they have no other knowledge of each other’s lives except their laundry sessions.
Although not an explicit rubric, feminism underlies some of the stories, and Holmström’s development of
women’s voices and viewpoints as a dominate force in her storytelling contribute significant texture to her
writing.
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From reader reviews:

David Sayre:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Leaving Berlin.

Sherry Hansen:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Leaving Berlin is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Frank Tye:

Typically the book Leaving Berlin will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Leaving Berlin is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Robert Tanaka:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Leaving Berlin this book consist a lot of the information from the condition
of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here
is why this book acceptable all of you.
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