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In Composing Selves, award-winning author Peggy Whitman Prenshaw provides the most comprehensive
treatment of autobiographies by women in the American South. This long-anticipated addition to Prenshaw's
study of southern literature spans the twentieth century as she provides an in-depth look at the life-writing of
eighteen women authors.

Composing Selves travels the wide terrain of female life in the South, analyzing various issues that range
from racial consciousness to the deflection of personal achievement. All of the authors presented came of age
during the era Prenshaw refers to as the "late southern Victorian period," which began in 1861 and ended in
the 1930s. Belle Kearney's A Slaveholder's Daughter (1900) with Elizabeth Spencer's Landscapes of the
Heart and Ellen Douglas's Truth: Four Stories I Am Finally Old Enough to Tell (both published in 1998)
chronologically bookend Prenshaw's survey.

She includes Ellen Glasgow's The Woman Within, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings's Cross Creek, Bernice Kelly
Harris's Southern Savory, and Zora Neale Hurston's Dust Tracks on a Road. The book also examines
Katharine DuPre Lumpkin's The Making of a Southerner and Lillian Smith's Killers of the Dream.

In addition to exploring multiple themes, Prenshaw considers a number of types of autobiographies, such as
Helen Keller's classic The Story of My Life and Anne Walter Fearn's My Days of Strength. She treats
narratives of marital identity, as in Mary Hamilton's Trials of the Earth, and calls attention to works by
women who devoted their lives to social and political movements, like Virginia Durr's Outside the Magic
Circle.

Drawing on many notable authors and on Prenshaw's own life of scholarship, Composing Selves provides an
invaluable contribution to the study of southern literature, autobiography, and the work of southern women
writers.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Whittington:

Here thing why this specific Composing Selves: Southern Women and Autobiography (Southern Literary
Studies) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Composing Selves: Southern Women
and Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies) giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Composing Selves: Southern
Women and Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Composing Selves:
Southern Women and Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies) in e-book can be your option.

Jocelyn Lee:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Composing Selves: Southern Women and Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies) offer
you a new experience in studying a book.

Janice Leon:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Composing Selves: Southern Women
and Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Minnie Weiner:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Composing Selves: Southern Women and Autobiography (Southern Literary Studies) can



make you sense more interested to read.
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