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"Inexorably life moves on towards crisis and mystery. Everyone must struggle to adjust himself to this, to
face the situation for 'now is the judgment of the world.' In a way, each one judges himself merely by what
he does. Does, not says. Yet let us not completely dismiss words. They do have meaning. They are related to
action. They spring from action and they prepare for it, they clarify it, they direct it." --Thomas Merton,
August 16, 1961

The fourth volume of Thomas Merton's complete journals, one of his final literary legacies, springs from
three hundred handwritten pages that capture - in candid, lively, deeply revealing passages - the growing
unrest of the 1960s, which Merton witnessed within himself as plainly as in the changing culture around him.

In these decisive years, 1960-1963, Merton, now in his late forties and frequently working in a new
hermitage at the Abbey of Gethsemani, finds himself struggling between his longing for a private, spiritual
life and the irresistible pull of social concerns. Precisely when he longs for more solitude, and convinces
himself he could not cut back on his writing, Merton begins asking complex questions about the
contemporary culture ("the 'world' with its funny pants, of which I do not know the name, its sandals and
sunglasses"), war, and the churches role in society.

Thus despite his resistance, he is drawn into the world where his celebrity and growing concerns for social
issues fuel his writings on civil rights, nonviolence, and pacifism and lead him into conflict with those who
urge him to leave the moral issues to bishops and theologians.

This pivotal volume in the Merton journals reveals a man at the height of a brilliant writing career, marking
the fourteenth anniversary of his priesthood but yearning still for the key to true happiness and grace. Here,
in his most private diaries, Merton is as intellectually curious, critical, and insightful as in his best-known
public writings while he documents his movement from the cloister toward the world, from Novice Master to
hermit, from ironic critic to joyous witness to the mystery of God's plan.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Turning
Toward the World: The Pivotal Years; The Journals of Thomas Merton, Volume 4: 1960-1963? Maybe it is
to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Bettie Hentges:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Turning Toward the World: The
Pivotal Years; The Journals of Thomas Merton, Volume 4: 1960-1963 that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Turning Toward the
World: The Pivotal Years; The Journals of Thomas Merton, Volume 4: 1960-1963 become your own
personal starter.

Angelica Adams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Turning Toward the World: The Pivotal Years;
The Journals of Thomas Merton, Volume 4: 1960-1963 book written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still hesitation Turning Toward the World: The Pivotal Years; The Journals of Thomas Merton,
Volume 4: 1960-1963 as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can
break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

John Rowland:

This Turning Toward the World: The Pivotal Years; The Journals of Thomas Merton, Volume 4: 1960-1963
is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using
great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Turning Toward the World: The Pivotal Years;



The Journals of Thomas Merton, Volume 4: 1960-1963 in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
small right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt this?
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