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The importance of Tawfiq al-Hakim (1898 to 1989) to the emergence of a modern Arabic literature is second
only to that of Naguib Mahfouz. If the latter put the novel among the genres of writing that are now an
accepted part of literary production in the Arab world today, Tawfiq al-Hakim is recognized as the
undisputed creator of a literature of the theater. In this volume, Tawfiq al-Hakim's fame as a playwright is
given prominence. Of the more than seventy plays he wrote, The Sultan's Dilemma, dealing with a historical
subject in an appealingly light-hearted manner, is perhaps the best known; it appears in the extended edition
of Norton's World Masterpieces and was broadcast on the old Home Service of the BBC. The other full-
length play included here, The Tree Climber, is one that reveals al-Hakim's openness to outside influences in
this case, the absurdist mode of writing. Of the two one-act plays in this collection, The Donkey Market
shows his deftness at turning a traditional folk tale into a hilarious stage comedy. Tawfiq al-Hakim produced
several of the earliest examples of the novel in Arabic; included in this volume is an extract from his best
known work in that genre, the delightful Diary of a Country Prosecutor, in which he draws on his own
experience as a public prosecutor in the Egyptian countryside. Three of the many short stories he published
are also included, as well as an extract from The Prison of Life, an autobiography in which Tawfiq al-Hakim
writes with commendable frankness about himself. Contents: Introduction by Denys Johnson-Davies, The
Sultan's Dilemma (full-length play), The Tree Climber (full-length play), The Donkey Market (one-act play),
The Song of Death (one-act play), Diary of a Country Prosecutor (extract from the novel), Miracles for Sale
(short story), The Prison of Life (extract from the autobiography), Azrael the Barber (short story), Satan
Triumphs (short story).
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Kirkland:

Here thing why that The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature
(Paperback)) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no e-book that similar with The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)). It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The
Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) in e-book can be your choice.

Keith Vanwagoner:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature
(Paperback)) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kimberly Martin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim
(Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Henry Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Essential
Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)).
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