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In this wide-ranging interdisciplinary work, Paul W. Kahn argues that political order is founded not on
contract but on sacrifice. Because liberalism is blind to sacrifice, it is unable to explain how the modern state
has brought us to both the rule of law and the edge of nuclear annihilation. We can understand this modern
condition only by recognizing that any political community, even a liberal one, is bound together by faith,
love, and identity.

Putting Liberalism in Its Place draws on philosophy, cultural theory, American constitutional law, religious
and literary studies, and political psychology to advance political theory. It makes original contributions in
all these fields. Not since Charles Taylor's The Sources of the Self has there been such an ambitious and
sweeping examination of the deep structure of the modern conception of the self.

Kahn shows that only when we move beyond liberalism's categories of reason and interest to a Judeo-
Christian concept of love can we comprehend the modern self. Love is the foundation of a world of objective
meaning, one form of which is the political community. Arguing from these insights, Kahn offers a new
reading of the liberalism/communitarian debate, a genealogy of American liberalism, an exploration of the
romantic and the pornographic, a new theory of the will, and a refoundation of political theory on the
possibility of sacrifice.

Approaching politics from the perspective of sacrifice allows us to understand the character of twentieth-
century politics, which combined progress in the rule of law with massive slaughter for the state. Equally
important, this work speaks to the most important political conflicts in the world today. It explains why
American response to September 11 has taken the form of war, and why, for the most part, Europeans have
been reluctant to follow the Americans in their pursuit of a violent, sacrificial politics. Kahn shows us that
the United States has maintained a vibrant politics of modernity, while Europe is moving into a postmodern
form of the political that has turned away from the idea of sacrifice. Together with its companion volume,
Out of Eden, Putting Liberalism in Its Place finally answers Clifford Geertz's call for a political theology of
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Julio Yates:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Putting Liberalism in Its Place
book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Perla Baxter:

The guide untitled Putting Liberalism in Its Place is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Putting Liberalism in Its Place from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Lorraine Stark:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Putting Liberalism in Its Place can be the solution, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Kimberly Foust:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Putting Liberalism in
Its Place.
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