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This volume describes features of autonomy and integrates them into the recent discussion of factors in
evolution. In recent years ideas about major transitions in evolution are undergoing a revolutionary change.
They include questions about the origin of evolutionary innovation, their genetic and epigenetic background,
the role of the phenotype and of changes in ontogenetic pathways. In the present book, it is argued that it is
likewise necessary to question the properties of these innovations and what was qualitatively generated
during the macroevolutionary transitions.

The author states that a recurring central aspect of macroevolutionary innovations is an increase in individual
organismal autonomy whereby it is emancipated from the environment with changes in its capacity for
flexibility, self-regulation and self-control of behavior.

The first chapters define the concept of autonomy and examine its history and its epistemological context.
Later chapters demonstrate how changes in autonomy took place during the major evolutionary transitions
and investigate the generation of organs and physiological systems. They synthesize material from various
disciplines including zoology, comparative physiology, morphology, molecular biology, neurobiology and
ethology. It is argued that the concept is also relevant for understanding the relation of the biological
evolution of man to his cultural abilities.

Finally the relation of autonomy to adaptation, niche construction, phenotypic plasticity and other factors and
patterns in evolution is discussed. The text has a clear perspective from the context of systems biology,
arguing that the generation of biological autonomy must be interpreted within an integrative systems
approach.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled On the Origin of Autonomy: A New Look at the Major Transitions in
Evolution (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences). Try to make the book On the Origin of
Autonomy: A New Look at the Major Transitions in Evolution (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life
Sciences) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Robert Frye:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take On the Origin of Autonomy: A New Look at the Major Transitions in
Evolution (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) as the daily resource information.

Desiree Grajeda:

The book untitled On the Origin of Autonomy: A New Look at the Major Transitions in Evolution (History,
Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy
to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Walter Burchett:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This On the Origin of Autonomy: A New
Look at the Major Transitions in Evolution (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) is simple
to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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