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"Egerton tells the story of the dissolution of the Union as it should be told, not from the perspective of
those looking back on the crisis, but from the clouded vision of those who lived through it.†? -Carol
Berkin, author of A Brilliant Solution: Inventing the American Constitution and Civil War Wives
In early 1860, pundits across America confidently predicted the election of Illinois senator Stephen A.
Douglas in the coming presidential race. Douglas, after all, was a national figure, a renowned orator, and led
the only party that bridged North and South. But his Democrats fractured over the issue of slavery, creating a
splintered four-way race that opened the door for the upstart Republicans, exclusively Northern, to steal the
Oval Office. Dark horse Abraham Lincoln-not the first choice even of his own party-won the presidency
with a record-low share of the popular vote. His victory instantly triggered the secession crisis.

With a historian's keen insight and a veteran political reporter's eye for detail, Douglas R. Egerton re-creates
the cascade of unforeseen events that confounded political bosses, set North and South on the road to
disunion, and put not Stephen Douglas but his greatest rival in the White House. Year of Meteors delivers a
vibrant cast of characters-from the gifted, flawed Douglas to the Southern "fire-eaters,†? who gleefully
sabotaged their own party, to the untested Abraham Lincoln-and a breakneck narrative of this most
momentous year in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Gray:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Year of
Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election That Brought on the Civil War book as
beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Bess Cook:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham
Lincoln, and the Election That Brought on the Civil War why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

James Jernigan:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Year of Meteors: Stephen
Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election That Brought on the Civil War is simple to bring you can read
it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Brent Campbell:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election That Brought
on the Civil War we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative
person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life with this book Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the
Election That Brought on the Civil War. You can more attractive than now.
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