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An inventive, wholly original look at the complex psyche of Eastern Europe in the wake of the
revolutions of 1989 and the opening of the communist archives.
 
   In the tradition of Timothy Garton Ash’s The File, Yale historian and prize-winning author Marci Shore
draws upon intimate understanding to illuminate the afterlife of totalitarianism.  The Taste of Ashes spans
from Berlin to Moscow, moving from Vienna in Europe’s west through Prague, Bratislava, Warsaw and
Bucharest to Vilnius and Kiev in the post-communist east. The result is a shimmering literary examination of
the ghost of communism – no longer Marx’s “specter to come” but a haunting presence of the past.
 
   Marci Shore builds her history around people she came to know over the course of the two decades since
communism came to an end in Eastern Europe: her colleagues and friends, once-communists and once-
dissidents, the accusers and the accused, the interrogators and the interrogated, Zionists, Bundists, Stalinists
and their children and grandchildren.  For them, the post-communist moment has not closed but rather has
summoned up the past: revolution in 1968, Stalinism, the Second World War, the Holocaust.  The end of
communism had a dark side.  As Shore pulls the reader into her journey of discovery, reading the archival
records of people who are themselves confronting the traumas of former lives, she reveals the intertwining of
the personal and the political, of love and cruelty, of intimacy and betrayal. The result is a lyrical, touching,
and sometimes heartbreaking, portrayal of how history moves and what history means.
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From reader reviews:

David Browning:

The book with title The Taste of Ashes: The Afterlife of Totalitarianism in Eastern Europe posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Randy Anderson:

The Taste of Ashes: The Afterlife of Totalitarianism in Eastern Europe can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Taste of Ashes: The Afterlife of Totalitarianism in Eastern Europe nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

William Bellard:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Taste of Ashes: The Afterlife
of Totalitarianism in Eastern Europe is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Cathie Moss:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference
book, book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time
to spread out your book? Or just seeking the The Taste of Ashes: The Afterlife of Totalitarianism in Eastern
Europe when you needed it?
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