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Isaiah Berlin's response to the Soviet Union was central to his identity, both personally and intellectually.
Born a Russian subject in Riga in 1909, he spoke Russian as a child and witnessed both revolutions in St.
Petersburg in 1917, emigrating to the West in 1921. He first returned to Russia in 1945, when he met the
writers Anna Akhmatova and Boris Pasternak. These formative encounters helped shape his later work,
especially his defense of political freedom and his studies of pre-Soviet Russian thinkers. Never before
collected, Berlin's writings about the USSR include his accounts of his famous meetings with Russian writers
shortly after the Second World War; the celebrated 1945 Foreign Office memorandum on the state of the arts
under Stalin; his account of Stalin's manipulative 'artificial dialectic'; portraits of Osip Mandel´shtam and
Boris Pasternak; his survey of Soviet Russian culture written after a visit in 1956; a postscript stimulated by
the events of 1989; and more. This collection includes essays that have never been published before, as well
as works that are not widely known because they were published under pseudonyms to protect relatives
living in Russia. The contents of this book were discussed at a seminar in Oxford in 2003, held under the
auspices of the Brookings Institution. Berlin's editor, Henry Hardy, had prepared the essays for collective
publication and here recounts their history. In his foreword, Brookings president Strobe Talbott, an expert on
the Soviet Union, relates the essays to Berlin's other work. The Soviet Mind will assume its rightful place
among Berlin's works and will prove invaluable for policymakers, students, and those interested in Russian
politics, past, present and future.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

The book The Soviet Mind: Russian Culture under Communism can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Soviet Mind: Russian
Culture under Communism? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
Soviet Mind: Russian Culture under Communism has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Jimmy Borrelli:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Soviet Mind: Russian Culture under Communism as your daily
resource information.

Melissa Conner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Soviet Mind: Russian Culture under
Communism book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Soviet Mind: Russian Culture under
Communism as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

John Lyons:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Soviet Mind: Russian Culture under Communism can make you really feel



more interested to read.
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