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Department stores in Germany, like their predecessors in France, Britain, and the United States, generated
great excitement when they appeared at the end of the nineteenth century. Their sumptuous displays,
abundant products, architectural innovations, and prodigious scale inspired widespread fascination and even
awe; at the same time, however, many Germans also greeted the rise of the department store with
considerable unease. In The Consuming Temple, Paul Lerner explores the complex German reaction to
department stores and the widespread belief that they posed hidden dangers both to the individuals,
especially women, who frequented them and to the nation as a whole.

Drawing on fiction, political propaganda, commercial archives, visual culture, and economic writings, Lerner
provides multiple perspectives on the department store, placing it in architectural, gender-historical,
commercial, and psychiatric contexts. Noting that Jewish entrepreneurs founded most German department
stores, he argues that Jews and “Jewishness” stood at the center of the consumer culture debate from the
1880s, when the stores first appeared, through the latter 1930s, when they were “Aryanized” by the Nazis.
German responses to consumer culture and the Jewish question were deeply interwoven, and the “Jewish
department store,” framed as an alternative and threatening secular temple, a shrine to commerce and greed,
was held responsible for fundamental changes that transformed urban experience and challenged national
traditions in Germany’s turbulent twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Graham:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this The Consuming Temple: Jews, Department
Stores, and the Consumer Revolution in Germany, 1880-1940 to read.

Elmer Pereira:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Consuming Temple: Jews, Department Stores, and the Consumer
Revolution in Germany, 1880-1940 can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Richard King:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Consuming Temple:
Jews, Department Stores, and the Consumer Revolution in Germany, 1880-1940 provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Kathleen Sinclair:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Consuming Temple: Jews, Department Stores, and the Consumer Revolution
in Germany, 1880-1940 we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life with this book The Consuming Temple: Jews, Department Stores, and the
Consumer Revolution in Germany, 1880-1940. You can more inviting than now.
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