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An introduction to literary theory unlike any other, Ten Lessons in Theory engages its readers with three
fundamental premises. The first premise is that a genuinely productive understanding of theory depends upon
a considerably more sustained encounter with the foundational writings of Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and
Freud than any reader is likely to get from the introductions to theory that are currently available. The second
premise involves what Fredric Jameson describes as "the conviction that of all the writing called theoretical,
Lacan's is the richest." Entertaining this conviction, the book pays more (and more careful) attention to the
richness of Lacan's writing than does any other introduction to literary theory. The third and most distinctive
premise of the book is that literary theory isn't simply theory "about" literature, but that theory fundamentally
is literature, after all.

Ten Lessons in Theory argues, and even demonstrates, that "theoretical writing" is nothing if not a specific
genre of "creative writing," a particular way of engaging in the art of the sentence, the art of making
sentences that make trouble-sentences that make, or desire to make, radical changes in the very fabric of
social reality.

As its title indicates, the book proceeds in the form of ten "lessons," each based on an axiomatic sentence
selected from the canon of theoretical writing. Each lesson works by creatively unpacking its featured
sentence and exploring the sentence's conditions of possibility and most radical implications. In the course of
exploring the conditions and consequences of these troubling sentences, the ten lessons work and play
together to articulate the most basic assumptions and motivations supporting theoretical writing, from its
earliest stirrings to its most current turbulences.

Provided in each lesson is a working glossary: specific critical keywords are boldfaced on their first
appearance and defined either in the text or in a footnote. But while each lesson constitutes a precise
explication of the working terms and core tenets of theoretical writing, each also attempts to exemplify theory
as a "practice of creativity" (Foucault) in itself.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing.

John Krumm:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing can be very good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mary Block:

This Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing is new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Ten Lessons in Theory: An
Introduction to Theoretical Writing can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life as well as knowledge.

Jean Gaitan:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but in addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By book Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Ten
Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing. You can more pleasing than now.
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