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Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos
contains translations of the funeral orations written by Michael Psellos, the leading Byzantine intellectual of
the eleventh century, for the three ecumenical patriarchs of Constantinople whom he knew best: Michael
Keroullarios (1043-1058), Konstantinos Leichoudes (1059-1063), and Ioannes Xiphilinos (1064-1075). The
orations are significant sources for the lives and reputations of these patriarchs; they are also a prime source
for the educational reforms made by the emperor Konstantinos IX Monomachos in the mid-1040s, and for
many events of that turbulent century that Psellos witnessed, including popular uprisings, plots, civil wars,
and the battle with the Catholic legates in 1054. Never before translated into English, the orations and letters
are introduced by a detailed analysis of Psellos’ historical relationships with the patriarchs and an
interpretation of the works.

The orations are not only important historical sources: they are crucial specimens of Byzantine rhetoric in a
period of transition, as well as being key texts in the corpus of Psellos himself. Psellos used them to score
important points in support of his own philosophical agenda and to make broader claims about ethics and
metaphysics and the role of learning in political and ecclesiastical life. The orations are here accompanied by
translations of a long letter that Psellos wrote to Keroullarios and a pair of letters to Xiphilinos, in which he
defended key aspects of his philosophical project.

"This volume of translations, by two of the best contemporary experts on Psellos and his times, is an
important addition to a growing body of scholarship on Byzantium in the eleventh century. Because of the
four personalities involved, Psellos and the Patriarchs is an extremely valuable source for historians; it
provides a wealth of material on such topics as the secular and ecclesiastical careers of leading intellectuals;
relations between patriarch and emperor; the functioning of rhetoric at the highest levels in society; and not
least, the personality, character, and literary prowess of Psellos himself." —John Duffy, Dumbarton Oaks
Professor of Byzantine Philology and Literature, Emeritus, Harvard University
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From reader reviews:

Elvis Quinlan:

Often the book Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and
Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios,
Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Yvonne Webb:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters
and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you can pick Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes,
and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) become your personal starter.

Gladys Jackson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios,
Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) this guide consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study
when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Willie Briggs:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or



just searching for the Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes,
and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) when you needed it?
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