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Spain's development from a premodern society into a modern unified nation-state with an integrated
economy was painfully slow and varied widely by region. Economic historians have long argued that high
internal transportation costs limited domestic market integration, while at the same time the Castilian capital
city of Madrid drew resources from surrounding Spanish regions as it pursued its quest for centralization.
According to this view, powerful Madrid thwarted trade over large geographic distances by destroying an
integrated network of manufacturing towns in the Spanish interior.

Challenging this long-held view, Regina Grafe argues that decentralization, not a strong and powerful
Madrid, is to blame for Spain's slow march to modernity. Through a groundbreaking analysis of the market
for bacalao--dried and salted codfish that was a transatlantic commodity and staple food during this period--
Grafe shows how peripheral historic territories and powerful interior towns obstructed Spain's economic
development through jurisdictional obstacles to trade, which exacerbated already high transport costs. She
reveals how the early phases of globalization made these regions much more externally focused, and how
coastal elites that were engaged in trade outside Spain sought to sustain their positions of power in relation to
Madrid.

Distant Tyranny offers a needed reassessment of the haphazard and regionally diverse process of state
formation and market integration in early modern Spain, showing how local and regional agency
paradoxically led to legitimate governance but economic backwardness.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Bencomo:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and
Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) will make you
to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Julio Rico:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardness in Spain, 1650-
1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) as your daily resource information.

Sandra Earnhardt:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a guide. The book Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardness in Spain, 1650-
1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Carmela Martin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Distant Tyranny: Markets,
Power, and Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants



to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World) become your starter.
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