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In the first comprehensive study of Cleanness and its medieval contexts, Elizabeth B. Keiser shows how this
fourteenth-century religious poem legitimates erotic pleasure as natural apart from procreative justification
and thus represents a unique moment in western culture. She argues that Cleanness sacralizes heterosexual
erotic play while condemning male homosexual love as profaning the Creator's workmanship and his nature.
To situate the poem in the context of medieval homophobic constructions of nature as the basis of sexual
norms, this book compares Cleanness's concepts of sexual desire and deviance with those of its literary and
theological antecedents, including Thomas Aquinas's discourse on temperance, Alain de Lille's Complaint of
Nature, and Jean de Meun's Romance of the Rose.

Cleanness is shown to be unconventionally affirmative of loveplay and other refinements of courtly artifice.
Keiser explores the broad intellectual and social consequences of this celebration of late medieval masculine
ideals and analyzes how the poet's class-specific aesthetic sensibility underlies a theologically and ethically
flawed revisionist history of the biblical Creator's love affair with the creation. These limitations shed
interesting light on Cleanness's relation to its theologically more complex and structurally more sophisticated
companion poems -- Patience, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, and Pearl.

"Keiser's work is no ordinary critical study of a medieval poem. She finds in Cleanness an articulation of a
standard of pleasure for heterosexual lovemaking, without concern for procreation, that is novel and
otherwise unattested in the Middle Ages". -- Charlotte C. Morse, VirginiaCommonwealth University
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From reader reviews:

Tanya Minor:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation
of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts. Try to the actual book Courtly Desire and Medieval
Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Cecil Hardin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its
Contexts? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Susan Padgett:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Courtly Desire and
Medieval Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

John Street:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Courtly Desire and Medieval
Homophobia: The Legitimation of Sexual Pleasure in `Cleanness` and Its Contexts can be the answer, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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