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A fascinating and counterintuitive portrait of the sordid, hidden world behind the dazzling artwork of
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Botticelli, and more 

Renowned as a period of cultural rebirth and artistic innovation, the Renaissance is cloaked in a unique aura
of beauty and brilliance. Its very name conjures up awe-inspiring images of an age of lofty ideals in which
life imitated the fantastic artworks for which it has become famous. But behind the vast explosion of new art
and culture lurked a seamy, vicious world of power politics, perversity, and corruption that has more in
common with the present day than anyone dares to admit.
     In this lively and meticulously researched portrait, Renaissance scholar Alexander Lee illuminates the
dark and titillating contradictions that were hidden beneath the surface of the period’s best-known artworks.
Rife with tales of scheming bankers, greedy politicians, sex-crazed priests, bloody rivalries, vicious
intolerance, rampant disease, and lives of extravagance and excess, this gripping exploration of the
underbelly of Renaissance Italy shows that, far from being the product of high-minded ideals, the sublime
monuments of the Renaissance were created by flawed and tormented artists who lived in an ever-expanding
world of inequality, dark sexuality, bigotry, and hatred.
     The Ugly Renaissance is a delightfully debauched journey through the surprising contradictions of Italy’s
past and shows that were it not for the profusion of depravity and degradation, history’s greatest
masterpieces might never have come into being. 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Ugly Renaissance: Sex,
Greed, Violence and Depravity in an Age of Beauty will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suitable book with you?

Donna Clark:

This The Ugly Renaissance: Sex, Greed, Violence and Depravity in an Age of Beauty are generally reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Ugly
Renaissance: Sex, Greed, Violence and Depravity in an Age of Beauty can be on the list of great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information
that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Ugly Renaissance: Sex, Greed,
Violence and Depravity in an Age of Beauty giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Michelle Favors:

The actual book The Ugly Renaissance: Sex, Greed, Violence and Depravity in an Age of Beauty has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Phillip Martin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Ugly Renaissance: Sex, Greed, Violence and Depravity in an
Age of Beauty why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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