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Can a disease be an idea? A theory? Does disease exist without a patient to suffer from it?

In Lovers and Livers, Jacalyn Duffin provides a lively overview of the ideas around disease. She introduces
philosophical theories of disease and delves into the history of two distinct afflictions - one old, one new -
which serve as examples to show how applying theory can uncover surprising aspects of the medical past
and present. Written with humour and compassion, and using poignant examples from Duffin's own clinical
experience, Lovers and Livers is based on a series of public lectures and innovates by utilizing audience
participation and a wide variety of sources including art, poetry, literature, medical journals, newspapers.

Duffin's first example of a disease concept - the now possibly defunct disease of Lovesickness - had its
origins in the poetry of antiquity and its demise in twentieth-century scepticism, but Duffin argues that it
may not be as passé as is generally thought. The second example is the new disease Hepatitis C. Duffin
demonstrates that it too stems from ancient tradition and that it has been shaped by discoveries in virology
and recent tragedies in transfusion medicine, as well as by legislators, journalists, and patients.

In any given time and place, coherent concepts of disease emerge from combining social, cultural, legal, and
scientific preoccupations with current epistemological priorities about what constitutes clear thinking. Lovers
and Livers will be of special interest to scholars of history, philosophy, and medicine, as well as many
others.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Powell:

Precisely why? Because this Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Tommy Cowen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in
History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
uncertainty Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Anita Rhodes:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Lovers and Livers: Disease
Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Terry Snider:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Lovers and Livers: Disease
Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.
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