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Responding to the “Asian values” debate over the compatibility of Confucianism and liberal democracy,
Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan, by Joel S. Fetzer and J. Christopher Soper,
offers a rigorous, systematic investigation of the contributions of Confucian thought to democratization and
the protection of women, indigenous peoples, and press freedom in Taiwan. Relying upon a unique
combination of empirical analysis of public opinion surveys, legislative debates, public school textbooks,
and interviews with leading Taiwanese political actors, this essential study documents the changing role of
Confucianism in Taiwan’s recent political history. While the ideology largely bolstered authoritarian rule in
the past and played little role in Taiwan’s democratization, the belief system is now in the process of
transforming itself in a pro-democratic direction. In contrast to those who argue that Confucianism is
inherently authoritarian, the authors contend that Confucianism is capable of multiple interpretations,
including ones that legitimate democratic forms of government. At both the mass and the elite levels,
Confucianism remains a powerful ideology in Taiwan despite or even because of the island’s
democratization. Borrowing from Max Weber’s sociology of religion, the writers provide a distinctive
theoretical argument for how an ideology like Confucianism can simultaneously accommodate itself to
modernity and remain faithful to its core teachings as it decouples itself from the state. In doing so, Fetzer
and Soper argue, Confucianism is behaving much like Catholicism, which moved from a position of
ambivalence or even opposition to democracy to one of full support. The results of this study have profound
implications for other Asian countries such as China and Singapore, which are also Confucian but have not
yet made a full transition to democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

This Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan without we realize teach the one
who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Confucianism,
Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan can bring if you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan having excellent arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Brian Hill:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan content conveys objective easily
to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

David Fern:

Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Confucianism,
Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Mario Davis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Confucianism, Democratization, and
Human Rights in Taiwan publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
Confucianism, Democratization, and Human Rights in Taiwan as good book not just by the cover but also



through the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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