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Examines the relationship of civic discourse to built environments through a case study of the Cabrini Green
urban revitalization project in Chicago.

Combining a detailed case study of Chicago’s Cabrini Green urban revitalization project with the concerns of
modern political philosophy and rhetorical education, David Fleming examines the relationship between
public discourse and the built environment in the contemporary United States. For more than half a century,
low-income African American residents of the Cabrini Green public housing project have struggled against
the extreme spatial inequality of their metropolitan region. The author examines three different options
considered as part of revitalization efforts for the neighborhood: the dispersal of the project’s residents into
the largely white suburbs of Chicago; the building of a low-rise, mixed-income “urban village” on the same
site; and the conversion of one of the original buildings into a democratically governed, not-for-profit
housing cooperative.

The author argues that each of these projects involves imagining the physical, socioeconomic, and rhetorical
community of the contemporary city in dramatically different ways. Considered together, the projects
provide evidence that places still matter in human flourishing, but show that the places of our contemporary
landscape are unequal in resources and opportunities, and that our public philosophies support this
inequality. Fleming reminds us, however, that these arrangements are plastic and can be redesigned to reflect
a more equitable sharing of public problems and resources.

“City of Rhetoric is a well-researched, highly readable, and ambitious book.” — JAC

“Wide ranging in its conception, relevant in the problems it addresses, well-grounded in several intellectual
traditions, and engaging in its detailed ethnographic analysis, City of Rhetoric probes the relationship
between the built space and rhetorical possibility. This remarkable project explores civic rhetoric in situ. In
so doing, David Fleming sheds new light on the ‘place’ of the public in our daily civic and rhetorical lives.”
— Rolf Norgaard, University of Colorado at Boulder

David Fleming is Associate Professor of English and Director of the Writing Program at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Lord:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
entitled City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan America? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Faye Michaels:

The book City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan America gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan America to become your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a reserve City of Rhetoric:
Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Ruby Martinez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere
in Metropolitan America ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the
Public Sphere in Metropolitan America is not only giving you more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship while using book City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan America. You
never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Eugene Ruano:

Typically the book City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan America has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.
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