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On November 18, 1944, the end of the war in Europe finally in sight, American copilot Lieutenant Lee
Lamar struggled alongside pilot Randall Darden to keep Bottoms Up, their B-24J Liberator, in the air. They
and their crew of eight young men had believed the intelligence officer who, at the predawn briefing at their
base in southern Italy, had confided that their mission that day would be a milk run. But that twenty-first
mission out of Italy would be their last.

            Bottoms Up was staggered by an antiaircraft shell that sent it plunging three miles earthward, the
pilots recovering control at just 5,000 feet. With two engines out, they tried to make it to a tiny strip on a
British-held island in the Adriatic Sea and in desperation threw out everything not essential to flight:
machine guns, belts of ammunition, flak jackets. But over Pula, in what is now Croatia, they were once more
hit by German fire, and the focus quickly became escaping the doomed bomber. Seemingly unable to
extricate himself, Lamar all but surrendered to death before fortuitously bailing out. He was captured the
next day and spent the rest of the war as a prisoner at a stalag on the Baltic Sea, suffering the deprivations of
little food and heat in Europe’s coldest winter in a century. He never saw most of his crew again.

            Then, in 2006, more than sixty years after these life-changing experiences, Lamar received an email
from Croatian archaeologist Luka Bekic, who had discovered the wreckage of Bottoms Up. A veteran of the
Balkan wars of the 1990s, Bekic felt compelled to find out the crew’s identities and fates. Lee Lamar, a boy
from a hardscrabble farm in rural northwestern Missouri, had gone to college on the GI Bill, become a civil
engineer, gotten married, and raised a family. Yet, for all the opportunity that stemmed from his wartime
service, part of him was lost. The prohibition on asking prisoners of war their memories during the
repatriation process prevented him from reconciling himself to the events of that November day. That
changed when, nearly a year after being contacted by Bekic, Lamar visited the site, hoping to gain closure,
and met the Croatian Partisans who had helped some members of his crew escape.

            In this absorbing, alternating account of World War II and its aftermath, Dennis R. Okerstrom
chronicles, through Lee Lamar’s experiences, the Great Depression generation who went on to fight in the
most expensive war in history. This is the story of the young men who flew Bottoms Up on her final mission,
of Lamar’s trip back to the scene of his recurring nightmare, and of a remarkable convergence of
international courage, perseverance, and friendship. 
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Final Mission of Bottoms Up: A World
War II Pilot's Story (American Military Experience) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Ashley Staley:

This The Final Mission of Bottoms Up: A World War II Pilot's Story (American Military Experience) is
fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having bit of digest in reading this The Final Mission of Bottoms Up: A World War II Pilot's Story
(American Military Experience) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type
for your better life as well as knowledge.

Lynda Wright:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Final Mission of Bottoms Up: A World War II
Pilot's Story (American Military Experience) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at
this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? Let us have The Final Mission of Bottoms Up: A World War II Pilot's Story (American
Military Experience).

Phyllis Ramirez:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book



The Final Mission of Bottoms Up: A World War II Pilot's Story (American Military Experience) we can
consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this
time book The Final Mission of Bottoms Up: A World War II Pilot's Story (American Military Experience).
You can more desirable than now.
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