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Alexander II was Russia's Lincoln, and the greatest reformer tsar since Peter the Great. He was also one of
the most contradictory, and fascinating, of history's supreme leaders. He freed the serfs, yet launched vicious
wars. He engaged in the sexual exploits of a royal Don Juan, yet fell profoundly in love. He ruled during the
"Russian Renaissance" of Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and Turgenev -- yet his Russia became the birthplace of
modern terrorism. His story could be that of one of Russia's greatest novels, yet it is true. It is also crucially
important today.
It is a tale that runs on parallel tracks. Alexander freed 23 million Russian slaves, reformed the justice system
and the army, and very nearly became the father of Russia's first constitution and the man who led that nation
into a new era of western-style liberalism. Yet it was during this feverish time that modern nihilism first
arose. On the sidelines of Alexander's state dramas, a group of radical, disaffected young people first
experimented with dynamite, and first began to use terrorism. Fueled by the writings of a few intellectuals
and zealots, they built bombs, dug tunnels, and planned ambushes. They made no less than six unsuccessful
attempts on Alexander's life. Finally, the parallel tracks joined, when a small cell of terrorists, living next
door to Dostoevsky, built the fatal bomb that ended the life of the last great Tsar. It stopped Russian reform
in its tracks.
Edvard Radzinsky is justly famous as both a biographer and a dramatist, and he brings both skills to bear in
this vivid, page-turning, rich portrait of one of the greatest of all Romanovs. Delving deep into the archives,
he raises intriguing questions about the connections between Dostoevsky and the young terrorists, about the
hidden romances of the Romanovs, and about the palace conspiracies that may have linked hard-line
aristocrats with their nemesis, the young nihilists.
Alexander's life proves the timeless lesson that in Russia, it is dangerous to start reforms, but even more
dangerous to stop them. It also shows that the traps and dangers encountered in today's war on terrorists were
there from the start.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Nebeker:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Alexander II: The Last Great Tsar to
read.

Randy Johnson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Alexander II: The Last Great Tsar.

Amy Rodriguez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Alexander II: The Last Great Tsar can be very good book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Bertha Boone:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Alexander II: The Last Great Tsar can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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