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The Poetics of American Song Lyrics is the first collection of academic essays that regards songs as literature
and that identifies intersections between the literary histories of poems and songs. The essays by well-known
poets and scholars including Pulitzer Prize winner Claudia Emerson, Peter Guralnick, Adam Bradley, David
Kirby, Kevin Young, and many others, locate points of synthesis and separation so as to better understand
both genres and their crafts. The essayists share a desire to write on lyrics in a way that moves beyond
sociological, historical, and autobiographical approaches and explicates songs in relation to poetics. Unique
to this volume, the essays focus not on a single genre but on folk, rap, hip hop, country, rock, indie, soul, and
blues.

The first section of the book provides a variety of perspectives on the poetic history and techniques within
songs and poems, and the second section focuses on a few prominent American songwriters such as Bob
Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, and Michael Stipe. Through conversational yet in-depth analyses of songs, the
essays discuss sonnet forms, dramatic monologues, Modernism, ballads, blues poems, confessionalism,
Language poetry, Keatsian odes, unreliable narrators, personas, poetic sequences, rhythm, rhyme,
transcription methods, the writing process, and more. While the strategies of explication differ from essay to
essay, the nexus of each piece is an unveiling of the poetic history and poetic techniques within songs.
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From reader reviews:

Lamont Williams:

The feeling that you get from The Poetics of American Song Lyrics (American Made Music Series) may be
the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Poetics of American Song Lyrics (American Made
Music Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The Poetics of
American Song Lyrics (American Made Music Series) instantly.

Lisa Sullivan:

This book untitled The Poetics of American Song Lyrics (American Made Music Series) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Solange Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book The Poetics of American Song Lyrics (American
Made Music Series) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book has high quality.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
include may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Poetics of American Song Lyrics
(American Made Music Series) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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