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Merging archaeology, material culture, and social history, historian Susan Kern reveals the fascinating story
of Shadwell, the birthplace of Thomas Jefferson and home to his parents, Jane and Peter Jefferson, their eight
children, and over sixty slaves. Located in present-day Albemarle County, Virginia, Shadwell was at the time
considered "the frontier." However, Kern demonstrates that Shadwell was no crude log cabin; it was, in fact,
a well-appointed gentry house full of fashionable goods, located at the center of a substantial plantation.

Kern’s scholarship offers new views of the family’s role in settling Virginia as well as new perspectives on
Thomas Jefferson himself. By examining a variety of sources, including account books, diaries, and letters,
Kern re-creates in rich detail the daily lives of the Jeffersons at Shadwell—from Jane Jefferson’s cultivation
of a learned and cultured household to Peter Jefferson’s extensive business network and oversight of a
thriving plantation.

Shadwell was Thomas Jefferson’s patrimony, but Kern asserts that his real legacy there came from his
parents, who cultivated the strong social connections that would later open doors for their children. At
Shadwell, Jefferson learned the importance of fostering relationships with slaves, laborers, and powerful
office holders, as well as the hierarchical structure of large plantations, which he later applied at Monticello.
The story of Shadwell affects how we interpret much of what we know about Thomas Jefferson today, and
Kern’s fascinating book is sure to become the standard work on Jefferson's early years.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Jeffersons at Shadwell (The Lamar
Series in Western History). All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Dolores Watkins:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book The Jeffersons at Shadwell (The Lamar Series in Western History) it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book features high quality.

John Lee:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Jeffersons at Shadwell (The Lamar Series in Western History) can make you feel
more interested to read.

David Ramos:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the The Jeffersons at Shadwell (The Lamar Series in Western History) when you
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