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In this sweeping study of the judicial opinion, William D. Popkin examines how judges' opinions have been
presented from the early American Republic to the present. Throughout history, he maintains, judges have
presented their opinions within political contexts that involve projecting judicial authority to the external
public, yet within a professional legal culture that requires opinions to develop judicial law through
particular institutional and individual judicial styles.

Tracing the history of judicial opinion from its roots in English common law, Popkin documents a general
shift from unofficially reported oral opinions, to semi-official reports, to the U.S. Supreme Court's adoption
in the early nineteenth century of generally unanimous opinions. While this institutional base was firmly
established by the twentieth century, Popkin suggests that the modern U.S. judicial opinion has reverted—in
some respects—to one in which each judge expresses an individual point of view. Ultimately, he concludes
that a shift from an authoritative to a more personal and exploratory individual style of writing opinions is
consistent with a more democratic judicial institution.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Gregg:

The event that you get from Evolution of the Judicial Opinion: Institutional and Individual Styles may be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Evolution of the Judicial Opinion: Institutional and
Individual Styles giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular
Evolution of the Judicial Opinion: Institutional and Individual Styles instantly.

Michael Griffin:

The particular book Evolution of the Judicial Opinion: Institutional and Individual Styles has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

James Jackson:

This Evolution of the Judicial Opinion: Institutional and Individual Styles is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Evolution
of the Judicial Opinion: Institutional and Individual Styles can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Ellen Scherer:

You can find this Evolution of the Judicial Opinion: Institutional and Individual Styles by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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