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The building of the Berlin Wall in 1961 shocked the world. Ever since, the image of this impenetrable barrier
between East and West, imposed by communism, has been a central symbol of the Cold War.

Based on vast research in untapped archival, oral, and private sources, Burned Bridge reveals the hidden
origins of the Iron Curtain, presenting it in a startling new light. Historian Edith Sheffer's unprecedented, in-
depth account focuses on Burned Bridge-the intersection between two sister cities, Sonneberg and Neustadt
bei Coburg, Germany's largest divided population outside Berlin. Sheffer demonstrates that as Soviet and
American forces occupied each city after the Second World War, townspeople who historically had much in
common quickly formed opposing interests and identities. The border walled off irreconcilable realities: the
differences of freedom and captivity, rich and poor, peace and bloodshed, and past and present. Sheffer
describes how smuggling, kidnapping, rape, and killing in the early postwar years led citizens to demand
greater border control on both sides--long before East Germany fortified its 1,393 kilometer border with
West Germany. It was in fact the American military that built the first barriers at Burned Bridge, which
preceded East Germany's borderland crackdown by many years. Indeed, Sheffer shows that the physical
border between East and West was not simply imposed by Cold War superpowers, but was in some part an
improvised outgrowth of an anxious postwar society.

Ultimately, a wall of the mind shaped the wall on the ground. East and West Germans became part of, and
helped perpetuate, the barriers that divided them. From the end of World War II through two decades of
reunification, Sheffer traces divisions at Burned Bridge with sharp insight and compassion, presenting a
stunning portrait of the Cold War on a human scale.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Fernandez:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that you can
your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made the
Iron Curtain will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Susan Tokarz:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made
the Iron Curtain giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Michael Quintanar:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain can be your
answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Sabrina Crockett:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Burned Bridge: How East and West Germans Made the Iron Curtain can
make you experience more interested to read.
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