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Archie Bunker. Jed. Laverne and Shirley. Cliff Huxtable. Throughout the entire history of American prime-
time television only four sitcoms have been true blockbusters, with Nielsen ratings far above the second- and
third-rated programs. Weekly, millions of Americans of every age were making a special effort to turn on the
set to see what Archie, Jed, Laverne, and Cliff were doing that week. The wild popularity of these shows--All
in the Family, The Beverly Hillbillies, Laverne & Shirley (and its partner Happy Days), and The Cosby
Show--left commentators bewildered by the tastes and preferences of the American public. How do we
account for the huge appeal of these sitcoms, and how does it figure into the history of network prime-time
television?

Janet Staiger answers these questions by detailing the myriad factors that go into the construction of mass
audiences. Treating the four shows as case studies, she deftly balances factual explanations (for instance, the
impact of VCRs and cable on network domination of TV) with more interpretative ones (for example, the
transformation of The Beverly Hillbillies from a popular show detested by the critics, to a blockbuster after
its elevation as the critics' darling), and juxtaposes industry-based reasons (for example, the ways in which
TV shows derive success from placement in the weekly programming schedule) with stylistic explanations
(how, for instance, certain shows create pleasure from a repetition and variation of a formula).

Staiger concludes that because of changes in the industry, these shows were a phenomenon that may never
be repeated. And while the western or the night-time soap has at times captured public attention,
Blockbuster TV maintains that the sitcom has been THE genre to attract people to the tube, and that without
understanding the sitcom, we can't properly understand the role of television in our culture.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Collins:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcoms in the Network Era was
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The reserve Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcoms in the Network Era is not only
giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Blockbuster TV: Must-See
Sitcoms in the Network Era. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Federico Hayward:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the publication untitled Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcoms in the Network Era can be excellent book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Allen Yopp:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcoms
in the Network Era.

David Gaiter:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcoms in the Network Era when you required it?
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