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During the last half of the nineteenth century, thousands of men went west in search of gold, land, or
adventure-leaving their wives to handle family, farm, and business affairs on their own. The experiences of
these westering men have long been a part of the lore of the American frontier, but the stories of their wives
have rarely been told. Ten years of research into public and private documents-including letters of couples
separated during the westward movement-has enabled Linda Peavy and Ursula Smith to tell the forgotten
stories of "women in waiting."

Though these wives were left more or less in limbo by the departure of their adventuring husbands, they
were hardly women in waiting in any other sense. Children had to be fed, clothed, housed, and educated;
farms and businesses had to be managed; creditors had to be paid or pacified and, in some cases, hard-earned
butter-and-egg money had to be sent west in response to letters from broke and disillusioned husbands.

This raises some unsettling questions: How does the idea of an "allowance" from home square with our
long-standing image of the frontiersman as rugged individualist? To what extent was the westward
movement supported by the paid and unpaid labor of women back east? And how do we measure the heroics
of husbands out west against the heroics of wives back home?
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From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier.

Brian Smith:

The book untitled Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier is the reserve
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home
Frontier from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Eugene Hughes:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier.

John Moreno:

Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Women in Waiting
in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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