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Michael Turner argues that the root causes of failures in American intelligence can be found in the way it is
organized and in the intelligence process itself. Intelligence that has gone awry affects national decision
making and, ultimately, American national security. Intelligence officials are reluctant to talk about
intelligence successes, claiming “the secret of our success is the secret of our success.” But these officials
also shy away from talking about failures, largely because doing so would expose the failings of American
intelligence and have an impact on policy consumers who may become more reluctant to accept and act on
the intelligence they receive.

Rather than focusing on case studies, the book takes a holistic approach, beginning with structural issues and
all dysfunctions that emanate from them. Turner explores each step of the intelligence cycle—priority
setting, intelligence collection, analysis, production, and dissemination—to identify the “inflection points”
within each stage that contribute to intelligence failures. Finally, he examines a variety of plans that, if
implemented, would reduce the likelihood of intelligence failures.

While examining the causes of intelligence failures, Turner also explores intelligence as a critical
governmental activity, making the book an excellent primer on secret intelligence. Turner writes in jargon-
free prose for the informed reader interested in foreign policy and national security policy matters and brings
enough depth to his subject that even experts will find this a must-read.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Why
Secret Intelligence Fails is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Emmaline Jett:

This book untitled Why Secret Intelligence Fails to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Edward Johnson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Why Secret Intelligence Fails guide written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still skepticism Why Secret Intelligence Fails as good book but not only by the cover
but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Joan Toon:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Why Secret Intelligence Fails is simple
bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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