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When most people think of Los Angeles, a sprawling city steeped in diversity and multi-culturalism, trees
are rarely the first things to spring to mind. But the city landscape is virtually defined by its trees--all 150
officially approved varieties. Although Angelinos take pride in their trees, they also can take them for
granted. Not so for George Haas. If passers-by notice a Date Palm through the corner of their eyes, Haas is
more apt to focus on it and redefine the world by shifting attention from the activity of human beings to the
activity of trees. Not merely content to capture images through his lens, however, Haas as artist and
philosopher bends, stretches, and blurs reality into what we perceive it to be, transforming the raw data of the
world into his personal point of view. In the 80 images throughout this book, Haas has forced Nature to do
his bidding. Still, Haas's trees are portraits of Los Angeles in all its complexity and quirkiness, and his views
of individual trees reveal much about their surroundings and the humans with whom they share their habitat.
For Haas, L.A.--like the entire world--is a Garden of Eden, replete with bountiful flora and fauna and, of
course, danger. Living in an environment molded by and for humans, each tree precariously presides in a
fearful symmetry among the highways, telephone poles, and nondescript buildings. Forcing Nature is a
testament to Haas as a photographer, but also as an architect, visionary, prankster, ecologist, and, in his
method of reproduction, something of an alchemist. The reader will surely come away looking at the familiar
and not merely seeing it. George Haas studied film, photography, and sculpture at Columbia College and The
Art Institute of Chicago before moving to New York. His photographs have appeared in numerous
exhibitions, including The School of Art Institute of Chicago, The Bergman Gallery, The Soho Photo
Gallery and Club 57. His photographic and written work has appeared in numerous publications, including
The New York Times, The Village Voice, Seventeen, Detour, NME, and Spy Magazine. His stage work has
been performed in New York, Boston and Chicago, including No Entiendes and Doris and Inez Speak the
Truth. He wrote and directed the feature film Friends and Lovers, starring Robert Downey, Jr., Stephen
Baldwin and Claudia Schiffer, distributed by Lion's Gate Films. Photographs from this series have been
added to the permanent collection of American Photographers at the Library of Congress in Washington,
D.C and to The Grunwald Center for the Graphic Arts at the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles. Mr. Haas
currently lives in the Historic Filipinotown district of Los Angeles.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

The book Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Forcing
Nature: Tree in Los Angeles? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Saad:

This Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles without we know teach the one who looking at it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles
can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Casey Schnell:

The knowledge that you get from Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles is the more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to know but Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this particular Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles instantly.

Gary Muldowney:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Forcing Nature: Tree in Los Angeles
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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