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Called "the world's conscience" and one of the 100 most influential people of our time by Time magazine,
Jan Egeland has been the public face of the United Nations. As Undersecretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs, he was in charge of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) for three and a
half years.

One of the bravest and most adventuresome figures on the international scene, Egeland takes us to the
frontlines of war and chaos in Iraq, to scenes of ethnic cleansing in Darfur, to the ground zeroes of famine,
earthquakes, and tsunamis. He challenges the first world to act. A Billion Lives is his on-the-ground account
of his work in the most dangerous places in the world, where he has led relief efforts, negotiated truces with
warlords, and intervened in what many had thought to be hopeless situations.

As one of Secretary-General Kofi Annan's closest advisers, Jan Egeland was at the heart of crises during a
difficult period in UN history, when the organization was plagued by the divisive aftermath of the Iraq war,
the Oil-for-Food scandal, and terror attacks against UN workers. On the day Egeland came to New York to
take up his job, the UN building in Baghdad was destroyed by a huge bomb, killing one of his predecessors,
Sergio de Mello. Two months later Annan sent Egeland to Iraq to judge whether the UN could keep a
presence there.

Since that first mission to Baghdad, Egeland has been envoy to such places as Darfur, Eastern Congo,
Lebanon, Gaza, Northern Israel, Northern Uganda, and Colombia. He coordinated the massive international
relief efforts after the Indian Ocean tsunami and South Asian earthquake. As a negotiator and activist,
Egeland is famous for direct language, whether he's addressing warlords, guerrilla leaders, generals, or heads
of state.

A Billion Lives is his passionate, adventure-filled eyewitness account of the catastrophes the world faces.
And so Egeland writes that he has met the best and worst among us, has "confronted warlords, mass
murderers, and tyrants, but [has] met many more peacemakers, relief workers, and human rights activists
who risk their lives at humanity's first line of defense."

In spite of the desperate need of so many, Egeland is convinced that, "For the vast majority of people, the
world is getting better, that there is more peace, more people fed and educated, and fewer forced to become
refugees than a generation ago. So there is reason for optimism," he concludes in this groundbreaking book
that does not flinch but holds out reasons for hope.
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From reader reviews:

Jennie Miller:

The knowledge that you get from A Billion Lives: An Eyewitness Report from the Frontlines of Humanity
may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but A Billion Lives: An Eyewitness Report
from the Frontlines of Humanity giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this particular A Billion Lives: An Eyewitness Report from the Frontlines of Humanity
instantly.

Velma Cain:

This A Billion Lives: An Eyewitness Report from the Frontlines of Humanity are usually reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Billion Lives: An Eyewitness Report
from the Frontlines of Humanity can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed types. Beside that this A Billion Lives: An Eyewitness Report from the Frontlines of
Humanity giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Marcos Gorman:

Exactly why? Because this A Billion Lives: An Eyewitness Report from the Frontlines of Humanity is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
e-book store hurriedly.

Terrie Anderson:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book A Billion
Lives: An Eyewitness Report from the Frontlines of Humanity. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is



most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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