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Although firmly rooted in ancient East Asia cultures, stone appreciation has no necessary boundaries; around
the mid-twentieth century it found a congenial reception in the West, where it slowly began to flourish.
While after more than a half-century, Asian perspectives on connoisseurship of natural stones have become
well established in the West, books on viewing stones still predominantly feature East Asian examples. This
is the first book to feature outstanding North American viewing stones from private and institutional
collections, and includes introductory essays on Native American stone appreciation and a brief history of
stone collecting on the continent.

North America has a rich and varied geological history that is yielding many types of beautiful and unusual
stones. Some resemble natural features, plateaus or mountains with cascading rivulets, while others are
figurative, portraying creatures real or mythical. Some are abstract in form, while others exhibit appealing
shapes, beautiful colors, or fascinating surface patterns. However, all share one quality: an ability to elicit an
emotional response in the viewer. They confront us with the beauty and diversity of the natural world and
demand a response, while we are drawn, willingly, to comply.

Sixty-three individuals and institutions participated in this project. From over 330 professional photographs
submitted for consideration, 151 stones were selected for inclusion. A jury of stone enthusiasts evaluated
each submission based on seven criteria, without knowing the identity of either collector or owner. The result
is fabulous array of beautiful and unusual stones from a diverse group of collectors, demonstrating not only
the richness and diversity of the continent's geological resources but also the vibrancy and enthusiasm of the
North American collecting community.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary
Perspective as your daily resource information.

Sylvia Johnson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Viewing Stones of
North America: A Contemporary Perspective suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary
Perspectiveis the one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Andrew Hall:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be read. Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary Perspective can be your answer as it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Barbara Simon:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary
Perspective can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Viewing Stones of
North America: A Contemporary Perspective.
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