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The political history of the twentieth century can be viewed as the history of democracy’s struggle against its
external enemies: fascism and communism. This struggle ended with the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
collapse of the Soviet regime. Some people think that democracy now faces new enemies: Islamic
fundamentalism, religious extremism and international terrorism and that this is the struggle that will define
our times. Todorov disagrees: the biggest threat to democracy today is democracy itself. Its enemies are
within: what the ancient Greeks called 'hubris'.

Todorov argues that certain democratic values have been distorted and pushed to an extreme that serves the
interests of dominant states and powerful individuals. In the name of ‘democracy’ and ‘human rights’, the
United States and some European countries have embarked on a crusade to enlighten some foreign
populations through the use of force. Yet this mission to ‘help’ others has led to Abu Ghraib and
Guantanamo, to large-scale destruction and loss of life and to a moral crisis of growing proportions. The
defence of freedom, if unlimited, can lead to the tyranny of individuals.

Drawing on recent history as well as his own experience of growing up in a totalitarian regime, Todorov
returns to examples borrowed from the Western canon: from a dispute between Augustine and Pelagius to
the fierce debates among Enlightenment thinkers to explore the origin of these perversions of democracy. He
argues compellingly that the real democratic ideal is to be found in the delicate, ever-changing balance
between competing principles, popular sovereignty, freedom and progress. When one of these elements
breaks free and turns into an over-riding principle, it becomes dangerous: populism, ultra-liberalism and
messianism, the inner enemies of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Metcalf:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Inner Enemies of Democracy
book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Richard Morris:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Inner Enemies of Democracy as your daily resource
information.

Derek McCaleb:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Inner Enemies of Democracy, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Henry Taylor:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Inner Enemies of Democracy can be the reply, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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