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A powerful hero of the Bible, Jacob is also one of its most complex figures. Bible stories recounting his life
often expose his deception, lies, and greed—then, puzzlingly, attempt to justify them. In this book, eminent
biblical scholar Yair Zakovitch presents a complete view of the patriarch, first examining Jacob and his life
story as presented in the Bible, then also reconstructing the stories that the Bible writers suppressed—tales
that were well-known, perhaps, but incompatible with the image of Jacob they wanted to promote. Through a
work of extraordinary “literary archaeology,” Zakovitch explores the recesses of literary history, reaching
back even to the stage of oral storytelling, to identify sources of Jacob's story that preceded the work of the
Genesis writers.

The biblical writers were skilled mosaic-makers, Zakovitch shows, and their achievement was to reshape
diverse pre-biblical representations of Jacob in support of their emerging new religion and identity. As the
author follows Jacob in his wanderings and revelations, his successes, disgraces, and disappointments, he
also considers the religious and political environment in which the Bible was written, offering a powerful
explication of early Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

William Leighty:

The book Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Jacob:
Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a e-book Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Jeffrey Richard:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Carol Sage:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish
Lives) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?

Liliana Stevens:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) when you essential it?
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