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From mad-cow disease and E. coli-tainted spinach in the food supply to anthrax scares and fears of a bird flu
pandemic, national health threats are a perennial fact of American life. Yet not all crises receive the level of
attention they seem to merit. The marked contrast between the U.S. government’s rapid response to the
anthrax outbreak of 2001 and years of federal inaction on the spread of AIDS among gay men and
intravenous drug users underscores the influence of politics and public attitudes in shaping the nation’s
response to health threats. In Disease Prevention as Social Change, sociologist Constance Nathanson argues
that public health is inherently political, and explores the social struggles behind public health interventions
by the governments of four industrialized democracies.

Nathanson shows how public health policies emerge out of battles over power and ideology, in which social
reformers clash with powerful interests, from dairy farmers to tobacco lobbyists to the Catholic Church.
Comparing the history of four public health dilemmas—tuberculosis and infant mortality at the turn of the
last century, and more recently smoking and AIDS—in the United States, France, Britain, and Canada,
Nathanson examines the cultural and institutional factors that shaped reform movements and led each
government to respond differently to the same health challenges. She finds that concentrated political power
is no guarantee of government intervention in the public health domain. France, an archetypical strong state,
has consistently been decades behind other industrialized countries in implementing public health measures,
in part because political centralization has afforded little opportunity for the development of grassroots
health reform movements. In contrast, less government centralization in America has led to unusually active
citizen-based social movements that campaigned effectively to reduce infant mortality and restrict smoking.
Public perceptions of health risks are also shaped by politics, not just science. Infant mortality crusades took
off in the late nineteenth century not because of any sudden rise in infant mortality rates, but because of elite
anxieties about the quantity and quality of working-class populations. Disease Prevention as Social Change
also documents how culture and hierarchies of race, class, and gender have affected governmental
action—and inaction—against particular diseases.

Informed by extensive historical research and contemporary fieldwork, Disease Prevention as Social Change
weaves compelling narratives of the political and social movements behind modern public health policies.
By comparing the vastly different outcomes of these movements in different historical and cultural contexts,
this path-breaking book advances our knowledge of the conditions in which social activists can succeed in
battles over public health.
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From reader reviews:

Ena Clark:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Disease Prevention as Social
Change: The State, Society, and Public Health in the United States, France, Great Britain, and Canada is kind
of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Phyllis Ramirez:

The book untitled Disease Prevention as Social Change: The State, Society, and Public Health in the United
States, France, Great Britain, and Canada contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea
with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Harry Thomas:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Disease Prevention as Social Change: The State, Society, and Public Health in the
United States, France, Great Britain, and Canada we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Disease Prevention as Social Change: The
State, Society, and Public Health in the United States, France, Great Britain, and Canada. You can more
attractive than now.

Stephanie Carter:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Disease Prevention as Social Change: The State,
Society, and Public Health in the United States, France, Great Britain, and Canada to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the reserve



Disease Prevention as Social Change: The State, Society, and Public Health in the United States, France,
Great Britain, and Canada can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of that time.
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