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In Dark Mirror, Sara Lipton offers a fascinating examination of the emergence of anti-Semitic
iconography in the Middle Ages

The straggly beard, the hooked nose, the bag of coins, and gaudy apparel—the religious artists of medieval
Christendom had no shortage of virulent symbols for identifying Jews. Yet, hateful as these depictions were,
the story they tell is not as simple as it first appears.

Drawing on a wide range of primary sources, Lipton argues that these visual stereotypes were neither an
inevitable outgrowth of Christian theology nor a simple reflection of medieval prejudices. Instead, she maps
out the complex relationship between medieval Christians' religious ideas, social experience, and developing
artistic practices that drove their depiction of Jews from benign, if exoticized, figures connoting ancient
wisdom to increasingly vicious portrayals inspired by (and designed to provoke) fear and hostility.
At the heart of this lushly illustrated and meticulously researched work are questions that have occupied
scholars for ages—why did Jews becomes such powerful and poisonous symbols in medieval art? Why were
Jews associated with certain objects, symbols, actions, and deficiencies? And what were the effects of such
portrayals—not only in medieval society, but throughout Western history? What we find is that the image of
the Jew in medieval art was not a portrait of actual neighbors or even imagined others, but a cloudy glass into
which Christendom gazed to find a distorted, phantasmagoric rendering of itself.
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From reader reviews:

Wilbert Westerfield:

Here thing why this specific Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no e-book that similar with Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography in e-book can be your alternative.

David Packard:

The reason why? Because this Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Dorothy Betancourt:

Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Dark Mirror: The
Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Dawn Nelson:

You can get this Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It



is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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