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A spirited and revealing memoir by the most celebrated editor of his time

After editing The Columbia Review, staging plays at Cambridge, and a stint in the greeting-card department
of Macy's, Robert Gottlieb stumbled into a job at Simon and Schuster. By the time he left to run Alfred A.
Knopf a dozen years later, he was the editor in chief, having discovered and edited Catch-22 and The
American Way of Death, among other bestsellers. At Knopf, Gottlieb edited an astonishing list of authors,
including Toni Morrison, John Cheever, Doris Lessing, John le Carré, Michael Crichton, Lauren Bacall,
Katharine Graham, Robert Caro, Nora Ephron, and Bill Clinton--not to mention Bruno Bettelheim and Miss
Piggy. In Avid Reader, Gottlieb writes with wit and candor about succeeding William Shawn as the editor of
The New Yorker, and the challenges and satisfactions of running America's preeminent magazine. Sixty years
after joining Simon and Schuster, Gottlieb is still at it--editing, anthologizing, and, to his surprise, writing.

But this account of a life founded upon reading is about more than the arc of a singular career--one that also
includes a lifelong involvement with the world of dance. It's about transcendent friendships and
collaborations, "elective affinities" and family, psychoanalysis and Bakelite purses, the alchemical
relationship between writer and editor, the glory days of publishing, and--always--the sheer exhilaration of
work.
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From reader reviews:

Charles McCreery:

The book Avid Reader: A Life can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Avid Reader: A Life? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Avid Reader: A Life has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Greta Rivera:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Avid Reader: A Life book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Silvia Smedley:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Avid Reader: A Life that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't
be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able
to pick Avid Reader: A Life become your own personal starter.

Justin Mireles:

This Avid Reader: A Life is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Avid Reader: A Life
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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