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Explorer, scientist, writer, and humanist, Alexander von Humboldt was the most famous intellectual of the
age that began with Napoleon and ended with Darwin. With Cosmos, the book that crowned his career,
Humboldt offered to the world his vision of humans and nature as integrated halves of a single whole. In it,
Humboldt espoused the idea that, while the universe of nature exists apart from human purpose, its beauty
and order, the very idea of the whole it composes, are human achievements: cosmos comes into being in the
dance of world and mind, subject and object, science and poetry.

Humboldt’s science laid the foundations for ecology and inspired the theories of his most important scientific
disciple, Charles Darwin. In the United States, his ideas shaped the work of Emerson, Thoreau, Poe, and
Whitman. They helped spark the American environmental movement through followers like John Muir and
George Perkins Marsh. And they even bolstered efforts to free the slaves and honor the rights of Indians.

Laura Dassow Walls here traces Humboldt’s ideas for Cosmos to his 1799 journey to the Americas, where he
first experienced the diversity of nature and of the world’s peoples—and envisioned a new cosmopolitanism
that would link ideas, disciplines, and nations into a global web of knowledge and cultures. In reclaiming
Humboldt’s transcultural and transdisciplinary project, Walls situates America in a lively and contested field
of ideas, actions, and interests, and reaches beyond to a new worldview that integrates the natural and social
sciences, the arts, and the humanities.

To the end of his life, Humboldt called himself “half an American,” but ironically his legacy has largely
faded in the United States. The Passage to Cosmos will reintroduce this seminal thinker to a new audience
and return America to its rightful place in the story of his life, work, and enduring legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Passage to
Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and
the Shaping of Americais the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Richard Tipton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt
and the Shaping of America can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you
have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have
The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America.

Jennifer Vickery:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the
Shaping of America as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
book, any other book likes The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Doug Martin:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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