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One of the enduring concerns of moral philosophy is deciding who or what is deserving of ethical
consideration. Much recent attention has been devoted to the "animal question" -- consideration of the moral
status of nonhuman animals. In this book, David Gunkel takes up the "machine question": whether and to
what extent intelligent and autonomous machines of our own making can be considered to have legitimate
moral responsibilities and any legitimate claim to moral consideration. The machine question poses a
fundamental challenge to moral thinking, questioning the traditional philosophical conceptualization of
technology as a tool or instrument to be used by human agents. Gunkel begins by addressing the question of
machine moral agency: whether a machine might be considered a legitimate moral agent that could be held
responsible for decisions and actions. He then approaches the machine question from the other side,
considering whether a machine might be a moral patient due legitimate moral consideration. Finally, Gunkel
considers some recent innovations in moral philosophy and critical theory that complicate the machine
question, deconstructing the binary agent--patient opposition itself. Technological advances may prompt us
to wonder if the science fiction of computers and robots whose actions affect their human companions (think
of HAL in 2001: A Space Odyssey) could become science fact. Gunkel's argument promises to influence
future considerations of ethics, ourselves, and the other entities who inhabit this world.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Tuel:

The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press)
although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Neil Dussault:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press)
this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Rocky Melvin:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on
AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you
have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press).

Michael Blossom:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics



(MIT Press) when you necessary it?
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