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“America had a secret weapon,” writes Steve Call of the period immediately following September 11, 2001,
as planners contemplated the invasion of Afghanistan. This weapon consisted of small teams of Special
Forces operatives trained in close air support (CAS) who, in cooperation with the loose federation of Afghan
rebels opposed to the Taliban regime, soon began achieving impressive—and unexpected—military victories
over Taliban forces and the al-Qaeda terrorists they had sponsored. The astounding success of CAS tactics
coupled with ground operations in Afghanistan soon drew the attention of military decision makers and
would eventually factor into the planning for another campaign: Operation Iraqi Freedom.

But who, exactly, are these air power experts and what is the function of the TACPs (Tactical Air Control
Parties) in which they operate? Danger Close provides a fascinating look at a dedicated, courageous,
innovative, and often misunderstood and misused group of military professionals.

Drawing on the gripping first-hand accounts of their battlefield experiences, Steve Call allows the TACPs to
speak for themselves. He accompanies their narratives with informed analysis of the development of CAS
strategy, including potentially controversial aspects of the interservice rivalries between the air force and the
army which have at times complicated and even obstructed the optimal employment of TACP assets. Danger
Close makes clear, however, that the systematic coordination of air power and ground forces played an
invaluable supporting role in the initial military victories in both Afghanistan and Iraq. This first-ever
examination of the intense, life-and-death world of the close air support specialist will introduce readers to a
crucial but little-known aspect of contemporary warfare and add a needed chapter in American military
history studies.
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From reader reviews:

Maryanna Kuhns:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Danger Close: Tactical Air Controllers in Afghanistan and Iraq (Williams-
Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series).

Lori Hunt:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if you want
get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Danger Close: Tactical Air Controllers in
Afghanistan and Iraq (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Eric Bittinger:

This Danger Close: Tactical Air Controllers in Afghanistan and Iraq (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University
Military History Series) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason of this Danger Close: Tactical Air Controllers in Afghanistan and Iraq (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Danger Close: Tactical Air Controllers in
Afghanistan and Iraq (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

James McNally:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want



to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Danger Close: Tactical Air Controllers in Afghanistan
and Iraq (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) can be excellent book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.
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