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Conundrums, puzzles, and perversities: these are Leo Katz’s stock-in-trade, and in Why the Law Is So
Perverse, he focuses on four fundamental features of our legal system, all of which seem to not make sense
on some level and to demand explanation. First, legal decisions are essentially made in an either/or
fashion—guilty or not guilty, liable or not liable, either it’s a contract or it’s not—but reality is rarely as
clear-cut. Why aren’t there any in-between verdicts? Second, the law is full of loopholes. No one seems to
like them, but somehow they cannot be made to disappear. Why? Third, legal systems are loath to punish
certain kinds of highly immoral conduct while prosecuting other far less pernicious behaviors. What makes a
villainy a felony? Finally, why does the law often prohibit what are sometimes called win-win transactions,
such as organ sales or surrogacy contracts?

           

Katz asserts that these perversions arise out of a cluster of logical difficulties related to multicriterial decision
making. The discovery of these difficulties dates back to Condorcet’s eighteenth-century exploration of
voting rules, which marked the beginning of what we know today as social choice theory. Condorcet’s
voting cycles, Arrow’s Theorem, Sen’s Libertarian Paradox—every seeming perversity of the law turns out
to be the counterpart of one of the many voting paradoxes that lie at the heart of social choice. Katz’s lucid
explanations and apt examples show why they resist any easy resolutions.

           

The New York Times Book Review called Katz’s first book “a fascinating romp through the philosophical
side of the law.” Why the Law Is So Perverse is sure to provide its readers a similar experience.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Stansberry:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Why the Law Is So Perverse. Try to stumble through book Why the
Law Is So Perverse as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Maria Antoine:

The book Why the Law Is So Perverse can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Why the Law Is So Perverse? A number of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible
to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Why the Law Is So Perverse has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Cynthia Campbell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them is this Why the Law Is So Perverse.

Siobhan Wilcox:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Why the
Law Is So Perverse provide you with a new experience in examining a book.
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