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A brilliant young historian follows the odyssey of Mussolini's body in an original exploration of the
history and legacy of Italian Fascism

Bullet-ridden, spat on, butchered bloody: this was the fate of Il Duce, strung up beside his dead mistress in a
Milan square, as reviled in death as he was adored in life. With Italy's defeat in World War II, the cult of
Benito Mussolini's physical self was brought to its grotesque denouement by a frenzied, jeering crowd of
thousands-one eerily similar to the cheering throngs that had once roared their approval beneath Il Duce's
balcony.

In this groundbreaking work, Sergio Luzzatto traces the fortunes of the Fascist dictator's body: from his
charisma, virility, and magnetic domination of Fascist parades, to his humiliating execution, the ugly display
of his remains, and beyond. Buried, exhumed, stolen, and hidden for ten years, Il Duce's corpse was finally
laid to rest, a shrine for fanatical followers. Through this pursuit, Luzzatto shows how in a totalitarian state
the body of the ruler comes to incarnate the nation. And from the indignities visited on Mussolini's corpse,
Luzzatto crafts a subtle social and intellectual history of a country struggling to become a republic and free
itself from the thrall of Fascism.

Elegantly written and stunningly conceived, alive with never-before-published letters, diaries, and reports,
The Body of Il Duce cuts a new and compelling path through twentieth-century history.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Jones:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Body of Il Duce: Mussolini's Corpse and
the Fortunes of Italy is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Brian Griffith:

The particular book The Body of Il Duce: Mussolini's Corpse and the Fortunes of Italy will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Body of Il Duce:
Mussolini's Corpse and the Fortunes of Italy is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Thomas Paine:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book The Body of Il Duce: Mussolini's Corpse and the Fortunes of Italy
it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Melissa Broussard:

This The Body of Il Duce: Mussolini's Corpse and the Fortunes of Italy is great book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
Body of Il Duce: Mussolini's Corpse and the Fortunes of Italy in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt which?
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