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In San Francisco, history is as close as the sound of the fire engines and trucks racing by, sirens wailing. The
San Francisco Fire Department took shape, as did the city, from the ashes and embers of the Great Fire of
1906. In the tumultuous seaport full of those seeking California's newly found gold, volunteer fire companies
had to adapt to a teeming city full of canvas tents, wood shacks, kerosene lanterns, ocean breezes, and hilly
winding streets. From a force that initially pulled hand-operated pumps and competed to be the first at a fire,
traveling in horse-drawn equipment, the department has grown from a volunteer contingent of a few hundred
to a company 1,800 strong and equipped to protect a city of 49 square miles, surrounded on three sides by
salt water. The historic photographs of this volume document the establishment of the volunteer department
on Christmas Eve 1849 and the inception of the paid force in 1866, as well as such colorful characters as Lily
Hitchcock Coit, a belle who battled many a blaze with the volunteers and a portion of whose estate went to
build the 210-foot Coit Tower on Telegraph Hill. Striking images, many never before published, illustrate
how the fire department was affected not only by the well-known inferno of 1906 but by the six blazes that
leveled the waterfront in the 1850s and a number of other fires throughout the city's history.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Reese:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book San Francisco Fire Department will make you to end
up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Dennis Mock:

The e-book untitled San Francisco Fire Department is the publication that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of San Francisco Fire Department from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Miranda Wenger:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying San Francisco Fire
Department that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you can pick San Francisco Fire Department become your own personal starter.

Mary Christensen:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication San Francisco Fire Department was filled about science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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