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The hurricane protection systems that failed New Orleans when Katrina roared on shore in 2005 were the
product of four decades of engineering hubris, excruciating delays, and social conflict. In Perilous Place,
Powerful Storms, Craig E. Colten traces the protracted process of erecting massive structures designed to
fend off tropical storms and examines how human actions and inactions left the system incomplete on the
eve of its greatest challenge.

Hurricane Betsy in 1965 provided the impetus for Congress to approve unprecedented hurricane protection
for the New Orleans area. Army Engineers swiftly outlined a monumental barrier network that would not
only safeguard the city at the time but also provide for substantial growth. Scheduled for completion in 1978,
the project encountered a host of frustrating delays. From newly imposed environmental requirements to
complex construction challenges, to funding battles, to disputes over proper structures, the buffer envisioned
for southeast Louisiana remained incomplete forty years later as Hurricane Katrina bore down on the city.

As Colten reveals, the very remedies intended to shield the city ultimately contributed immensely to the
residents' vulnerability by encouraging sprawl into flood-prone territory that was already sinking within the
ring of levees. Perilous Place, Powerful Storms illuminates the political, social, and engineering lessons of
those who built a hurricane protection system that failed and serves as a warning for those guiding the
recovery of post-Katrina New Orleans and Louisiana.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

This Perilous Place, Powerful Storms: Hurricane Protection in Coastal Louisiana are usually reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Perilous Place, Powerful Storms: Hurricane
Protection in Coastal Louisiana can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed people. Beside that this Perilous Place, Powerful Storms: Hurricane Protection in Coastal
Louisiana forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Rosemary Till:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is
this Perilous Place, Powerful Storms: Hurricane Protection in Coastal Louisiana.

Josephine Draughn:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Perilous Place, Powerful Storms: Hurricane Protection in
Coastal Louisiana can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have
issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Perilous
Place, Powerful Storms: Hurricane Protection in Coastal Louisiana.

Jeffry Yanez:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Perilous Place, Powerful Storms: Hurricane
Protection in Coastal Louisiana or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside



science book, any other book likes Perilous Place, Powerful Storms: Hurricane Protection in Coastal
Louisiana to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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