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Ranked alongside Ingres by Baudelaire as the finest draughtsman in Paris and matched as a political
caricaturist in the nineteenth century only by Goya, Honoré Daumier worked for opposition newspapers
throughout the Second Empire, one of the most corrupt and flamboyant periods in French history. He won
fame, notoriety, and so a prison sentence, for his prodigious output of caricatures of prominent politicians
and his relentless lampooning of the hypocrisy and pretentions of contemporary Parisian moeurs.

Sarah Symmons both examines Daumier’s role as a professional newspaper artist and explores his more
personal body of work, which remained largely unknown during his lifetime. Investigating his series of
watercolours and oils of the ordinary citizens of Paris, of the railway travellers, mounte-banks and
washerwomen who also people his caricatures, she finds a tragic monumentality far removed from the
journalistic cynicism of much of his newspaper work. This quality they share with his more ambitious
studies of the dispossessed, of fugitives and emigrants, and of the heroically absurd wanderings of Don
Quixote.

Often choosing to paint the simple everyday life he saw around him, Daumier was a model example of le
peintre de la vie moderne, while his use of pictorial understatement and his painstaking search for absolute
simplicity gave many of his pictures an experimental, ‘unfinished’ quality, which discouraged official
recognition, but led to such artists as Picasso, Steinlen and Paul Klee to study his work closely during their
formative years. Sarah Symmons has produced a comprehensive analysis of Daumier’s career as a painter,
sculptor and caricaturist, documenting his striving for the stark and truthful simplicity which gives his finest
work an air of universality and permanence, while reflecting the anxieties and insecurity of his own life and
times.
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From reader reviews:

Mona Savoy:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Daumier. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Daumier. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Lana Spalding:

This Daumier book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive
by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Daumier without we
understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Daumier can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Daumier having fine arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Blanche Dobos:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Daumier that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Daumier become your current starter.

Helen Hanson:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Daumier can be the answer, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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