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Current conflicts in both national and international arenas have undermined the natural, organic concept of
nationhood as conventionally espoused in the nineteenth century. Conceiving a Nation argues that the
modern understanding of the nation as a contested concept—as the product of a fluid and ongoing process of
negotiation open to a range of livable solutions—is actually rooted in the Bible.

This book draws attention to the contribution that the Bible makes to political discourse about the nation.
The Bible is particularly well suited to this open-ended discourse because of its own nature as a text whose
ambiguity and laconic quality render it constantly open to new interpretations and applicable to changing
circumstances. The Bible offers a pluralistic understanding of different models of political development for
different nations, and it depicts altering concepts of national identity over time.

In this book, Morgenstern reads the Bible as the source of a dynamic critique of the ideas that are
conventionally considered to be fundamental to national identity, treating in successive chapters the ethnic
(Ruth), the cultural (Samson), the political (Jotham), and the territorial (Esther). Throughout, she explores a
number of common themes, such as the relationship of women to political authority and the “strangeness” of
Israelite political existence. In the Conclusion, she elucidates how biblical analysis can aid in recognition of
modern claims to nationhood.
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From reader reviews:

Hyacinth Mills:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called Conceiving a Nation:
The Development of Political Discourse in the Hebrew Bible? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Coleen Faircloth:

This book untitled Conceiving a Nation: The Development of Political Discourse in the Hebrew Bible to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it
through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve
from your list.

Thomas West:

The e-book with title Conceiving a Nation: The Development of Political Discourse in the Hebrew Bible
contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Teresa White:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Conceiving a Nation: The Development of
Political Discourse in the Hebrew Bible or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Conceiving a Nation: The Development of Political Discourse in
the Hebrew Bible to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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